H. R. NO. 121.

MARCH 9, 1816.

Read twice and committed to the committee of the whole House on
the report of the committee of Ways and Meaus on the subject

of Revenue.

A Bl

To abolish the existing duties on spirits distilled within the United
States, and'to lay other duties, in liew, of those at present imposed, on
licenses to distillei s of spirituous liquors.

1 z'e it enacted bly‘tffze Si;enaféﬂtrimf House of ‘ﬁéﬁ;&éhfdiﬁxs of
2 »l‘/ze United States of .America,i in Congress assembled, That
3 from and after the thirty-first day of March next, the act en-
¢ titled “An aet, 1o pr'OVide additional revenues for defraying
5 the expenses of government, and maiﬁfa’iniﬁg the public ctedit,
6 bylaying dutiés on spirits distilled within the United States and
7 Terﬁtoriésrth'e'rcbf,‘”‘and:by‘aniendiﬁg“ the aci.;, laying duties or
8 licenses to distilfers of spitituous liquors,” passed the twenty-
9 first day of EIFD’é"i:‘er‘ri“Ber, ofie thousand eight hundréd and four-
10 teefiyshall ¢ease “HRH determine, cxcepting insomuch as the
It safabisapplicaBle % e duey’ payablé for licetises for stills or’

12 Bt igtanted previously to the Bst ddy of Apnifnext: Pro-
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vided, That the provisions of the aforesaid act shali remain 1
full force and virtue, so far as the sampe may relate to the ren-
dering of the accounts of spirits distilled previous to the firss
day of April next, and to the collection and recovery of all

dutieslaid by the said act, that may have accrued previous there-

to, and which shall then remain outstanding,and to the recovery,

distribution, and remission of fines, penalties, and forfeitures.

which may be incurred in relation to the said duties.

Skc. 2. And be it Jurther enacted, That every person who,
after the thirty-first day of March next, shall be the owner of
any still or stills, or other implements in lieu of stills, used for
the purposeof distilling sfﬁrituous liquors, or who shall have
such still or stills, or implements as aforesaid, under his sv-
perintendence, either as agent for the owner, or on his own
account, and for which a license extending beyond said day,
:‘shall. not haveA been previously obtained, and every person
who, having such license, shall, after its expiration, use or in-
tend to use any still or stills, or implements as aforesaid,
cither as owner, agent or otherwise, shall, before he shall sc

begin to use such still or stills, or other implements in liet

.thereof, for the purpose of distilling spirituous liquors, apply

for, and obtain from the collector appointed by virtue of the

. act entitled, “ An act, for the assessment and collection of di-

[

Tect taxes, and internal duties,” for the collection district it

- which such person resides, (or to the deputy of such cellector
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duly authorized,) a license for using the said still or stlls, or
other implements as aforesaid; . which licenses respectively.
shall be granted at the option of the proprietor or possessor of
such stll er stills, for any or either of the terms mentioned in

this act, upon the payment in meoncy by such proprietor or

_possessar, of the duties payable on the said license or licenses,

according. to the provisions of this act, if the said duties shall

not exceed  twenty dollars; and if they shall exceed twenty

“dellars, on such proprietor orpossessor executing and delivering.

- to the collector or to his deputy as aforesaid,a bond with one

or more surc\ties,,.to the satisfaction of such collector or-deputy,
conditioned for the payment of said duties at the end of six
months after the expiration of the term for which such license
or licenses, respectively, Shall have been granted. And the
said bondvshaH be taken ‘i’n jth‘e name of the Uruted States of

Anmerica, and in such form, as sliali be prescribed by the Trea-

'sury Deparmient. And if any person shall, after the saic

thirty-ﬁfst day of March next, use or cause to be used any stili
or stills, or other implements as aforesaid, in distilling spirit-
wous liquors, or shall be the owner of, or have under his su-
perintendence either as agent or otherwise, any stll or siills,
or other implements as aforesaid, which shall, after the said
day, have been used as aforesaid, without having -a license
therefor as aforesaid, continuing in force for the whole time,.

during which the said sill or stills, ‘or implements as afore-
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‘said, shalt have been thus used, or who shall keep during any
period for which a license has been granted to such person,
any still or boiler, or other’implement liable to duty in their
fixtures, in a situation for use, without having first obtained a
license for the same, agreeably to the provision of this act,
- every such person shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred
doHars, 'together' with double the amount of duties, which
- would havebeen payable for the term, during which such still
or stills, or implements as aforesaid, shall be thus used, had
the said still or stills, or implements aforesaid, been entered ac-
cording to the provisions of this act, to be recovered with

costs of suit.

Skc. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall
keep in or about his distillery any beer or other liquor, pre-
pared from grain, for the purpose of distillation, for more than
eight déys, during any time for which such person shall not
have obtained a license for distillation, he shall forfeit and pay

the sum of dollars for every such offence.

. “«
SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the licenses afore-
said shall and may be granted, for and during the fuliowing
termsor periods, and on the securing of payment as aforcsaid,

-of -the duties: undermentioned, namely,

5. Fora still or stills employed in distilling spirits from domes-

7tc materials, fora kicense for the employment thereof, for and
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during the term of one week, three cents for each gallon of the
the capacity of every such still, including the head thereof ; for
a license for and during the term of two weeks, six cents for
each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid; for a license for and
during the term of one month, fourteen cents for each gallon
of its capacity as aforesaid ; for a license for and during the
term of two months, twenty-seven cents for each gallon of its ca-
pacity as aforesaid; for a license for and during the term of
three months, forty-one cents for each gallon of its capacity as
aforesaid ; for a license for and during the term of four months,
fifty-five cents for each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid ; for
a license for five months, sixty-eight cents for each gallon of
its capacity as aforesaid ; for alicense for and during the term
of six months, eighty-two cents for each gallon of its capacity as
aforesaid ; for a license for one year, one hundred and sixty-
two cents for.each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid : Provided,
That there shall be paid upon each still employed wholly in
the distillation of roots, but one half the rates of duties above
mentioned, according to the capacity of such still.

For a still or stills employedin distilling spirits from foreign

materials, for a license for the employment thereof for and dur-

ing the term of one month, seventeen cents for each gallon of

the capacity of every such still, including the head thereof;

for a license for and during the term of three months, fifty-

one cents for each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid ; for a

2
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license for and during the term of six months, one hundred
and two cents for each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid ;
for a license for one year two hundred and three cents for
each gallon of its capacity as aferesaid.

And for every boiler, however constructed, employed for
the purpose of generating steam in those distillcries where
wooden or other vessels are used instead of metal stills, and
the action of steam is substituted for the immediate application
of fire to the materials from which the spirituous liquors are
distilled, for a license for the employment thereof, double the
amount on each gallon of the capacity of the said boiler, in-
cluding the head thereof, which would be payable for the said
license if granted for the same term and for the employmenton
the same materials of a still or stills to the contents of which,
being the materials from whence the spirituous liquors are
drawn, an immediate application of fire, during the process of

_distillation, is made.

Skc. 5. And be it fuﬂ'hcr enacted, That it shall be the duty of

. the collectors, within their respective districts, to grant licenses

for distilling, which licenses shall be marked with a mark de-

noting the rate of duty thereupon, and shall be signed by the

commissioner of the revenue, and being countersigned by the

collector who shall issue the same, or cause the same to be is-

‘nsrig(‘i, shall be granted to any person who shall desire the same.
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upon application in writing, and upon payment or securine of
payment as aforesaid, of the sum or duty payable by ihis act,

upon each license requested.

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the application in
writing, to be made by any person applying for a license for
distilling as foresaid, shall state the plaée of distilling, the num-
ber and contents of the still or stills, boiler or boilers, and
whether intended to distil spirituous liquors from forcign or
domestic materials. And every person making a false state-
ment in either of the said particulars, or who shall distil spirit-
uous liquors from materials other than those stated in the ap-
plication aforesaid, as well as the owner or superintendant of
any distillery, still, or siills, with respect o which such falsc
statement shall have been made, or which shall be thus un-
lawfully employed, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hun-

dred and fifty dollars, to be recovered with costs of suit.

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That every such collector
or his deputy, duly authorized under his hand and seal, shall
be authorized to enter, at any time [between the rising and set-
ting of the sun] any distillery, or place where any still, boiler,

or other vessels used in distillation are kept ot used within his

- collection district, for the purpose of inspecting, examining or

measuring the same, and the other vessels therein. Andevery

owner of such distillery, stills, or boilers, or other vessels, or
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person having the care, superintendence or managemént of the
same, who shall refuse to admit such officer as aforesaid, or to
suffer him to inspect, examine, or measure the same, shall, for
every such refusal, forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred

dollars.

SEc. 8. And be it Jurther enacted, That in cases in which
license for stills or boilers may have been granted for their
employment, according to the present rates of duty, for a pe-
riod extehding beyond the thirty-first day of March, one thou-
sand eight hundred and sizteen, the person to whom the same
may have been granted or transferred shall, on or before the
said day, pay or secure the payment, in manner aforesaid, of a
sum equal to such proportion of the additional duty hereby
imposed on licenses for stills and boilers as said period bears
to that for which the said license was granted ; the payment of
which sum shall be endorsed by the collector on said license.
And if any still or boiler shall, after the said thirty-first day
of Marcﬁ, be employed in distilling spirituous liquors without
the additional duty having been previously paid or secured as
aforesaid, the owner, agent, or superintendent thereof shall for-
ferit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars, together with

double the amount of the said additional duties.

Sec. 9. And be it Surther enacted, That all the provisions of

“this act, shall be deemed & apply toany still, or boiler, or other
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vesselused in distillation, which shall be employed in the rec.

“tificationof spirituous liquors.” "

SEC 10. Aml bc it _ﬁut/zel elzactc’a’ That any hcense here-
‘ tofore or heleaftet grantcd for employmg astill, boiler,. orother
vessel m drstlllmg spmts from foreign materials, shall author-

ize the (hstrlhng spmts from domestic materials also.

SEc. And be it furt/ze7 enacted That a deduction at
| the rate of elght per centum per annum shall be made from
the duty payable for a lxcense to distil spirituqus liquors, on

“the payment thereof at the time of obtammg the same.

- 8ee. 12, And be it further enacted, That in future it shall
- helawful forxhe digtifler or distllers of domestic spiits, and
* -all persons from whose materials such spirits shall be chstil]ed,
to sell without alicense, to retail any quantity thereof, not less

than one gallen,

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the several provi-
y 'smns of t“ An act mang further provision for the eollectroa

of mtemal duttes, and for the appmntmem and compensation

of assessors,” passed on the second day of Aygust, ong

thousand elght hundred ar;d thirtcen, shall, and are hereby

declared to apply in full force to the duties laid by, and to be

collected under, this act, the same as if such duties and this
3
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act were recognised therein; which said duties shall be col-

lected by the same collectors, in the same manner, for the
for the same commissions, and under the same dlrectrons, as
as are’ thereby establlshed in relatxon to the other internal du~

“ties: and hll the- obhga‘tlons, dutres, and penalties thereby im~

of the duties laid‘by.rhis act.

SEC 14. And be it further enactea, That it shall be the duty

of the collectors aforesald in their respectlve dlstrlcts, and

ithey are hereby authonzed to collect the dlltleS imposed by

this act, and 1o prosecute for the recovery of the same, and
for the recoyery of any sum or sums which may be forfeited

by.virtue of this act. And all fines, penalties, and forfeitures,

_which shall be incurred by force of this act shall and may be

-sued for and recovered in the name of the United States, or

of the collector within whose district any such fine, penalty,
or forfeiture shall have been incurred, by bill, plaint, or in-
formation, one moiety thereof to the use of the United States,

and the other moiety thereof to the uSe of the person who, if

a collector, shall first drscover, if other than a collector, shall

‘first inform of the cause, matter, or thmg, whereby any such

“fine, penalty, or forfeiture, shall have been mcurrcd
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